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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3 recites the limitation "the administrative device" in lines 4-5. Although 
there is mention of "an administrative device" in claim 2, since claim 3 depends only on 
claim 1 , there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in claim 3. It is 
recommended that claim 3 be amended such that there is proper antecedent basis for 
the term "the administrative device". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-5,11 -1 3,15,1 7-20, 25-27, 29, and 31 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eran et al. (U.S. Publication US 2004/0063455 
A1). 

With respect to claims 1, 17, 25, and 31, Eran et al. discloses a communication 
system including a connection device, which is an information processing device, 
operating a connection device designation method (See the abstract, page 3 
paragraph 36, and Figure 1 of Eran et al. for reference to a wireless LAN system 
20 including an access point 22, which is a connection device and information 
processing device, operating a method to select an access point 22 that a mobile 
station 24 should connect to). Eran et al. also discloses a storing means storing and 
managing information pertaining to a connection device which a communication device 
should connect to (See pages 4-5 paragraph 47 and Figure 2A of Eran et al. for 
reference to access points 22 receiving a probe request 40 from a mobile station 
24, which is a communication device, and measuring the signal strength of the 
probe request, with the signal strength being information pertaining to an access 
point 22 which a mobile station 24 should connect to, meaning there inherently 
must be some storage with the access points 22 to receive the probe request and 
to stored the measured value of the signal strength). Eran et al. further discloses a 
determining means for determining a connection device which is connected to a first 
connection device and which the communication device should connect to based on 
information stored in the storing means (See page 5 paragraph 48 and Figure 2A of 
Eran et al. for reference to manager 30, which includes a determining means, that 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,01 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

determines an access point 22, which is connected to the other access points 22 
though hub 26 and manager 30, to which the mobile station 24 should connect to 
based on the signal strengths measured, stored, and sent to the manager 30 from 
multiple access points 22). Eran et al. also discloses a notifying means notifying to 
the communication information for connecting to the connection device determined by 
the determining means (See pages 5-6 paragraph 54 and Figure 2B of Eran et al. for 
reference to notifying the mobile station 24 of the MAC address of the selected 
access point 22 with the MAC address being information for connecting the to 
determined access point 22). 

With respect to claim 2, Eran et al. discloses an administrative device having 
the storing means (See pages 3-4 paragraph 38, pages 4-5 paragraph 47, and 
Figure 1 of Eran et al. for reference to manager 30, which is an administrative 
device, receiving probe requests and signal strength indications from the access 
points 22, meaning the manager 30 must have some storage means to receive 
and store the information sent from the access points). Eran et al. also discloses 
that the administrative device performs the determination performed by the determining 
means (See page 5 paragraph 48 and Figure 2A of Eran et al. for reference to the 
manager 30 performing the selecting of the access point 22 that the mobile 
station 24 should connect to). 

With respect to claims 3 and 18, Eran et al. discloses performing the 
determination when the communication device performs an authentication process with 
the administrative device (See page 5 paragraphs 49-50 and Figure 2A of Eran et al. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,01 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2616 

for reference to performing the selection along with an authentication process at 
the manager 30 whereby a response to an authentication request is sent from the 
selected access point 22 to the mobile station 24). 

With respect to claims 4 and 19, Eran et al. discloses that the notifying 
information includes identification information for identifying the connection device (See 
pages 5-6 paragraph 54 and Figure 2B of Eran et al. for reference to the notifying 
information being the MAC address of the selected access point 22, which is 
information identifying the access point 22). 

With respect to claims 5 and 20, Eran et al. discloses performing the 
determination based on user information pertaining to the user of the communication 
device (See page 5 paragraph 48 and Figure 2A of Eran et al. for reference to 
performing the access point selection based on signal strength indications, 
which is user information pertaining to the current signal strength of signals 
received by the access points 22 from the mobile station 24 of the user). 

With respect to claim 11, Eran et al. discloses each connection device having 
the storage means and each connection device storing information pertaining to a 
communication device to which that device permits a connection (See pages 4-5 
paragraphs 47-48 and Figure 2A of Eran et al. for reference to the probe request 
and signal strength information being received, measure, and stored at each 
access point 22, with the signal strength information being information pertaining 
to a communication device to which that device permits a connection, and for 
reference to the manager 30 selecting an access point 22 that is allowed to 
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communicate with the mobile station 24 based on the stored signal strength 
measurements). 

With respect to claims 12 and 26, Eran et al. discloses performing the 
determination by means of the first connection device inquiring to another connection 
device about permission for the communication device to make a connection (See 
pages 4-5 paragraph 47 and 49-50, and Figure 2A of Eran et al. for reference to 
each access point 22 inquiring to a manager 30, which is another connection 
device, about authentication, which is permission, for the mobile station 24 to 
make a connection). 

With respect to claims 13 and 27, Eran et al. discloses the first communication 
device comprising a registering means for registering the communication device 
performing the inquiry (See page 5 paragraphs 49-52 and Figures 2A and 2B of Eran 
et al. for reference to the access point 22 registering the mobile station 24 via an 
authentication request and an association request sent from the access point 22 
to the manager 30). 

With respect to claims 15 and 29, Eran et al. discloses the connection device 
that received the inquiry from the first connection device updating contents registered in 
the registering means (See page 5 paragraph 52 and Figure 2B of Eran et al. for 
reference to the manager 30 updating association information in response to 
receiving an association request via the access point 22). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eran et al. in view of Arazi et al. (U.S. Pat. 6430395 B2). 

With respect to claims 6 and 21, Eran et al. does not specifically disclose 
storing the connection device that the communication device should connect to 
according to units of time. 

With respect to claims 6 and 21 , Arazi et al., in the field of communications, 
discloses storing a connection device that a communication device should connect to 
according to units of time (See the abstract and column 5 lines 3-21 of Arazi et al. 
for reference to base stations, which are connection devices, receiving and 
storing commands indicating the time of day at which the base station should 
start and stop communicating with a mobile unit). Storing a connection device that 
a communication device should connect to according to units of time has the advantage 
of allowing a predetermined coordinated handoff to occur between base stations at a 
predetermined and selected time. 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, when presented with the work of Arazi et al., to combine storing a connection 
device that a communication device should connect to according to units of time, as 
suggested by Arazi et al., with the system and method of Eran et al., with the motivation 
being to allow a predetermined coordinated handoff to occur between base stations at a 
predetermined and selected time. 

7. Claims 7, 8, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Eran et al. in view of Tagg et al. (U.S. Publication US 2005/0286466 A1 ). 

With respect to claims 7 and 22, Eran et al. does not specifically disclose 
notifying information pertaining to multiple connecting devices when it is determined 
there are multiple connection devices for the communication device to connect to. 

With respect to claim 8, Eran et al. does not specifically disclose the 
communication device performing a display to select one of the multiple connection 
devices notified. 

With respect to claims 7, 8, and 22, Tagg et al., in the field of communications, 
discloses a notifying means notifying information pertaining to multiple connecting 
devices when it is determined there are multiple connection devices for a 
communication device to connect to and a communication device performing a display 
to select one of the multiple connection devices notified (See page 26 paragraph 413 
of Tagg et al. for reference to notifying a handset of all available access points in 
the vicinity, displaying a list of the available access points to a user, and 
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selecting a preferred access point from the displayed list). Notifying and displaying 
multiple connection devices for selection has the advantage of allowing a user to have 
more control over the specific connection devices they wish to connect with. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, when presented with the work of Tagg et al., to combine notifying and 
displaying multiple connection devices for selection, as suggested by Tagg et al., with 
the system and method of Eran et al., with the motivation being to allow a user to have 
more control over the specific connection devices they wish to connect with. 

8. Claims 9, 1 0, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eran et al. in view of Suomela (U.S. Pat. 6885362 B2). 

With respect to claims 9 and 23, Eran et al. does not specifically disclose 
storing the information separately by the area where the communication device is 
arranged. 

With respect to claims 9 and 23, Suomela, in the field of communications, 
discloses storing information separately by the area where a communication device is 
arranged (See column 1 lines 53-60, column 4 lines 37-57, column 6 lines 49-59, 
and Figure 7 of Eran et al. for reference to receiving information concerning a 
location of a wireless terminal and sending access point information regarding an 
access point which the terminal should connect to based on the location of the 
wireless terminal). Storing information separately by the area where a communication 
device is arranged has the advantage of allowing the proper access point and 
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corresponding applications to be selected depending on a known location of a 
communication device. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, when presented with the work of Suomela, to combine storing information 
separately by the area where a communication device is arranged, as suggested by 
Suomela, with the system and method of Eran et al., with the motivation being to allow 
the proper access point and corresponding applications to be selected depending on a 
known location of a communication device. 

With respect to claims 10 and 24, Eran et al. discloses instructing 
communication devices to connect to multiple connection devices in an evenly 
distributed fashion where there are multiple connection devices which the 
communication device should connect to (See page 5 paragraph 48 and Figure 2A of 
Eran et al. for reference to selecting access points 22 for mobile stations 24 to 
connect to based on load balancing among the access points thereby connecting 
multiple mobile stations 24 to multiple access points 22 in an evenly distributed 
fashion). 

9. Claims 16 and 30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eran et al. in view of Morimoto (U.S. Publication US 2002/0041 689 A1 , a cited on the 
Applicant's IDS). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,01 1 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2616 

With respect to claims 16 and 30, Eran et al. does not specifically disclose the 
first connection device performing the inquiry when the first connection device does not 
permit the communication device to connect. 

With respect to claims 16 and 30, Morimoto, in the field of communications, 
discloses a connection device performing an inquiry when the connection device does 
not permit a communication device to connect (See the abstract, page 4 paragraph 
38, and Figure 7 of Morimoto for reference to a wireless base station 11 
performing an inquiry to another authenticating server when the base station 11 
does not permit a terminal station 22 to connect to a network). A connection 
device performing an inquiry when the connection device does not permit a 
communication device to connect has the advantage of allowing a connection device to 
gain communication permission from a separate network, when the devices of a 
wireless network do give communication permission to the connection device. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, when presented with the work of Morimoto, to combine a connection device 
performing an inquiry when the connection device does not permit a communication 
device to connect, as suggested by Morimoto, with the system and method of Eran et 
al., with the motivation being to allow a connection device to gain communication 
permission from a separate network. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 14 and 28 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 14 and 28 would be allowable since none of the prior art of record 
discloses or renders obvious the claim limitation regarding "the determining means 
performs the inquiry to a connection device other than the connection device registered 
in the registering means in a case where the determining means could not determine 
the connection device which the communication device should connect to after an 
inquiry made based on the registration in the registering means". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON E. MATTIS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3154. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571)272-6703. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JEM 



/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



